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in which the clues to the earlier events are destroyed or masked by destruction
and fibrosis, should be obscure.
SUMMARY.
1. Two cases are recorded of chronic abscesses in the pancreas.
2. One case died suddenly from massive intestinal haemorrhage, the other from
generalised peritonitis.
3. The aetiology in both cases was obscure. In one there was marked chronic
obstruction to the pancreatic ducts.
My thanks are due to Professor J. H. Biggart and Dr. J. E. Morison for their
help; to Professor W. W. D. Thomson and Mr. H. P. Malcolm, M.Ch., for
permission to publish their cases; and to Mr. D. McA. Mehaffey, for. the
photographs.
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IT is not surprising that a third edition of this work should have been required only two years
after the second edition and its reprint. When originally published in 1939, the editors expressed
the hope that it would "fill the therapeutic gap left by the majority of textbooks on general
medicine, in which . . . the section on treatment is often inadequate." This hope has been
amply fulfilled in successive editions, with an admirable sense of proportion and a high level of
performance. While various aspects of treatment are discussed, the reader is guided in his choice
by one who writes "having authority, and not as the scribes." In the third edition nearly all
of the sections have been extensively emended, and completely new matter has been added on the
following subjects meningococcal septicamia; spontaneous hypoglycamia; male hormone therapy;
deep X-ray treatment of certain blood-diseases; patent ductus arteriosus; the effects of cold; the
rhesus factor. An excellent feature of this book is the section which describes in detail the
technique of certain essential medical procedures, such as lumbar puncture, venesection, blood
transfusion, and oxygen therapy. In an appendix there is an interesting list of proprietary
equivalents for official preparations. Altogether, this is a most valuable addition to any doctor's
library. R. M.
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